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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is response to the Applicant's request over the telephone on August 04, 
2005 to answer the applicant's arguments of the obviousness rejection filed on January 
31,2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 -3, 5, 6, 9, 1 0, 1 2, 1 9, 20, 22, 23, 25, and 29-34 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by Egan et al. (US Pat. No. 6,560,223). 

Regarding claims 1 , 6, Egan teaches a method of allowing packet-switched 
telephony subscriber to roam within a packet switched telephony network (i.e., portable 
terminal using VoIP can roam from a home coverage to a remote coverage, col. 1 , lines 
22-65, col. 2, lines 25-35) comprising: sending a message from a subscriber terminal to 
a visited function in a packet switched telephony network, the message including a 
subscriber identification for the subscriber (i.e., the portable terminal roams to a visited 
remote coverage, typically the location update processes notify the portable's home 
coverage, col. 2, lines 25-35); the visited function sending a message to the subscriber's 
packet-switched telephony network home function providing a packet-switched 
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telephony network address of the visited function in the as updated subscriber location 
information and the subscriber identification (i.e., the remote site should send to home 
site information regarding the portable terminal for ID and the remote site for location, 
col. 2, lines 36-67); storing the network address of the visited function as location 
information for the subscriber (the home site typically stores information regarding the 
portable terminal and the remote site to keep track of its location, col. 3, lines ). 

Regarding claim 2, Egan teaches receiving a call that is directed to the 
subscriber (col. 5, lines 1-15); obtaining the location information for the subscriber from 
the subscriber's Packet switched telephony network Home Function including the 
network address of the visited function (col. 5, lines 1-15); routing the call to the 
subscriber terminal by establishing a packet-switched telephony call towards the 
network address of the serving visited function (col. 5, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claims 3, 9, 22, Egan teaches forwarding the call from the serving 
visited function to a subscriber terminal (col. 5, lines 10-42). 

Regarding claim 5, Egan teaches the network address of the serving visited 
function comprises an Internet Protocol (IP) address (col. 1 , lines 22-40, col. 6, lines 40- 
67). 

Regarding claims 10, 23, Egan teaches forwarding the call from the visited 
function to the called subscriber includes the step of forwarding the call as a packet 
switched telephony call to the called subscriber (col. 7, line 61 to col. 8, line 9). 

Regarding claims 12, 25, Egan teaches the remote system (i.e., visited function) 
is provided on the called subscriber terminal (col. 6, lines 41-67). 
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Regarding claim 19, Egan teaches a method of call delivery within a mobile 
Packet-switched telephony network comprising: receiving a local call at a gateway 
function, the call including a subscriber identification of the called subscriber (i.e. 
incoming call includes relevant information to set up a call, col. 6, lines 1 158); the 
gateway function obtaining from the subscriber's packet-switched telephony home 
function subscriber location information for the called subscriber, the subscriber location 
information including an address of a visited function corresponding to the subscriber 
identification (col. 7, line 52 to col. 8, line 36); and establishing a packet-switched 
telephony call from the gateway function towards the address of the visited function (col. 
8, lines 11-41). 

Regarding claim 20, Egan teaches sending an address request message 
including the called subscriber's subscriber identification from the gateway function to 
the called subscriber's home function in the packet-switched telephony network (col. 7, 
line 60 to col. 8, line 10); the home function identifying subscriber location information 
including an address of a visited function corresponding to the subscriber identification 
(col. 8 lines 1 1-36); and receiving a message at the gateway function from the 
subscriber's home function including the address of the visited function corresponding to 
the subscriber identification (col. 7, line 60 to col. 8, line 36). 

Regarding claim 29, Egan teaches packet-switched telephony network that 
supports mobility comprising: a home function including a home function database 
storing current location information and a subscriber profile for one or more subscribers 
(i.e., database is present to collect registration and where-about of the portable terminal, 
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col. 7, lines 1 1-28); and one or more visited functions, each visited function serving an 
area of the packet switched telephony network each visited function providing the 
visited function address to the home function in response to receiving a subscriber 
registration request, the home function storing the address of the visited function as 
updated subscriber location information (col. 3, line 44 to col. 4, line 15 and col. 7, line 
52 to col. 8, line 35). 

Regarding claim 30, Egan teaches a subscriber terminal coupled to a visited 
function, the subscriber terminal providing a update location message including a 
subscriber identification to the visited function (col. 7, lines 1 1-52). 

Regarding claim 31 , Egan teaches a subscriber terminal is coupled to the visited 
function via a wireline link (col. 4, lines 42-58). 

Regarding claims 32, 33, Egan teaches a subscriber terminal is coupled to the 
visited function via a wireless link (col. 4, lines 42-58). 

Regarding claim 34, Egan teaches a subscriber terminal is coupled to the visited 
function via a packet switched network (col. 6, line 60 to col. 7, line 9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Egan et 
al. (US Pat. No. 6,560,223) in view of Alexander Jr. et al. (US Pat. No. 5,870,589). 

Regarding claim 4, Egan teaches all the limitations above except the packet- 
switched telephony network address of the serving visited function comprises an 
Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) address. 

However, the preceding limitation is very well known in the art of communication 
as evidenced by Alexander. Alexander teaches the use of ATM protocol address to 
securely send packet data to correct destination (col. 8, lines 29-67). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to 
implement the techniques of Alexander within the system Egan in order to provide fast 
packet switching and support multiple concurrent connections over a single 
communications lines. 

6. Claims 1 1 , 24, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Egan et al. (US Pat. No. 6,560,223) in view of Kelly (US Pat. No. 
6,347,085). 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 24, and 35, Egan teaches all the limitations above except 
the steps of translating the packet-switched telephony call received at the visited 
function to a format used by the subscriber terminal that is incompatible with packet- 
switched telephony; forwarding the translated call from the visited function to the called 
subscriber terminal. 

However, the preceding limitations are very well known in the art of 
communications, as evidenced by Kelly. Kelly teaches a gateway apparatus for 
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connecting a circuit switched communication network to a packet switched data network 
comprises a processor for packetizing logic configured to translate data from the circuit 
switched communication network into a format suitable for transmission over the 
packet-switched data network to a terminal (col. 4, lines 55-66). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to 
implement the techniques of Kelly within the system Egan in order to enable translation 
of a conventional telephone number from a client task on an IP-based network into a 
network protocol address representing a gateway. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 7-8, 1 3-1 8, 21 , 26-28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-35 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The Applicant argues that claims 1-3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25, and 29- 
34 are not anticipated by Ahopelto. The Examiner withdraws the Ahopelto's reference, 
and applies new art rejection (see rejection above). 

The Applicant further argues that claims 4, 1 1 , 24, and 35 are not obvious 
because the motivation given to support the proposed narrow modification is not fairly 



Application/Control Number: 09/337,330 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2681 

suggested by the secondary references. The rejections merely note that the missing 
features of the dependent claims are present in the embodiment of the secondary 
references, and apparently asserts that only these features would be taken from the 
secondary references and inserted into Ahopelto. 

The preceding argument is moot because Ahopelto is removed from the applied 
references. Egan et al. which is the based reference, is in the same field of endeavor 
with the secondary references. Therefore, the rejections are moot in view of new 
grounds of rejection. 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean A. Gelin whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7842. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571 ) 272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



JGelin 

August 1 1 , 2005 




